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March 4, 2022

Dear Middle Country School Community,

As you are aware, effective Wednesday, March 2nd, the statewide universal masking mandate for schools is no
longer in effect in New York. This change is aligned with last Friday’s CDC recommendation for counties, such as
Suffolk, that are labeled, “Low Risk of Transmission.” Therefore, in the Middle Country School District, masks
are optional for all individuals.

In accordance with the newly released NYS Department of Health guidance document for schools,  the following
procedures are in place in our district:

● Masking is optional in all buildings and on school buses/vans, including home-to-school routes, athletics,
and field trips.

● Students and staff members who test positive for COVID -19 must continue to isolate for 5 days.
○ Masking continues to be required upon return from isolation during days 6 through 10 after

COVID-19 infection in buildings and on school transportation.
○ If a student or staff is unable to wear a mask (days 6-10), they may not attend school or work.

● Middle Country will continue to contact trace in order to ensure that families are made aware of exposure
to COVID-19 so they may make appropriate decisions.

○ In order to correctly identify all close contacts, mask status must be known. Mask status is
monitored in schools as it defines the distance required for identifying close contacts between
students.

○ If an individual is identified as a close contact, families and staff will continue to be notified by
building administration.

● Although not required, close contacts have the option to participate in the Test-to-Stay program.  Test kits
are always available for all community members. Close contacts are recommended to wear a mask for 10
days from contact and test on or about day 5.

● Unvaccinated faculty and staff are required to continue COVID-19 testing on a weekly basis.
● The District must continue to report positive student and staff COVID-19 cases daily to the NYSDOH.

We will continue to employ mitigation strategies to curb the spread of COVID-19 in our schools. This includes
regular handwashing, ventilation, enhanced cleaning protocols throughout the district, and offering COVID-19
home test kits to our families, staff, and faculty. COVID-19 home test kits are available for pick-up at each
building.

Together we will continue to ensure that the health and safety of our students and staff remains a priority in our
community.

Sincerely,

The District COVID Team

http://www.mccsd.net

